Summary
Evaluation as an established field of applied social science research has grown rapidly over the last 20 yearsr accompanied by the expectation that the empirical knowledge resulting from evaluation studies would impro^ the process of making decisions about social programs. In education, more than $40 million is now spent per ye< for evaluation activities by the Department of Educatior about $60 million more in federal funds is spent by oth< federal agencies and by state and local agencies. But c the number of evaluation studies and their sophisticate have grown, so has concern that evaluation work has not lived up to its potential.  In response to such concern* on the part of Congress, the Committee on Program Evaluation in Education examined four aspects of evaluation in education:  the varieties of evaluation ar their respective roles; the quality of evaluation efforts; the use of evaluation results; and the organization and management of evaluation activities. ] focused on these topics because they were identified to be of greatest interest to the two primary audiences foi our report:  members of Congress and their staffs and